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EITTT SD EO 
THE 


Armies Defence: 


God guarding Bi Pal of the Saints, 


AND 4 i © 


BELOVED CITY. 


ZACH. 9.58 
I will eacamp about mine Houſe, becauſe of the AR MY, 
becauſe of him that paſſeth by, and becauſe of him that 
returneth, and no Oppreſſor ſhall paſſe through them any 
more ; for now I have ſeen With mine eyes. 


a2» Gd 1 15 is not to defend an Army, or Arm of 

— fleſh ; but God dwelling in fleſh, defending 

L@ and Saving himſelf in the Saints from the 

PL power of fleſh in the world, oppreſling his 
SZ Clorious Appearance in chem; the Oppreflor 
ſhall ceaſe. This in ſhort is the ſenſe and 
ſumm of that Scripture, 1 Wil encamp about mine Houſe,&c. 
What is the Houſe of God, but God dwelling in the fleſh of Zh, 12. 
the Saints, Or the Saints filed with all the fulneſs of God. Ephel. 3. g. 
the fulnels of the Godhead dwelling in them bodily, or the 
Godhead embodyed inrtheir fleſh. This houſe of God,God 

A 2 defends, 


T4 Ray PREP *%s 
A TNTI on, E 
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defends, encamping it about, with himſelf dwelling m the 

midſt of them,though not yet manifeſt in All of them through 

weakneſs; yet all of them, though in weakeſt fleſh and low- 

eſt forms, the Lord of Hoſts owns as his Army, in whom he 

Goes forth defending and faving himfelf and them from: all 

the powers of fleſh without and within, oppoſing and op- 

preſſing his Appearance and Glory inthem : ſo that the Op- 

preflor nor oppreſſion ſhall appear any more. 

This is yet a larger diſcovery of God in Men, when Men 

ſhall come to fee God dwelling in them. "This Myſtery of 

God I have already manifeſted in part, but All the Prophets, 

old and new, even 7ohz that laſt, declares the ſame with the 

fir{t : for that Houle of God which the Prophets point at,and 

plainly tell to be built in the laſt days, is nothins but the my- 

ſtery of God when 'tis finiſhed, Rev.10.7. When God ſhall 

be manifelt fully in feth, God dwelling with Men, yea,God 

himſelf in the midſt of them ; this is the new 7er#/alem, the 

holy City, the Temple, Tabernacle, and Houſe of God; as 

men may gather clearly, by comparing the ſcriptures of the 
Rom. 1.20, | Prophets with John, Rev. 21. 3- Eſay 60.14 & 65. 17. 
Gen, 1,26, Exck.37.27,28. & 48.35. For as the whole creation isa 
Heb. 1.13. Clear image of God , Mankinde a clearer Image then that of 
Charaer ſub- the Godhead : but the Saints (that's the Son) are the clea- 
fantie ejus, 2s reit, the expreſs image of his ſubſtance or Godhead. God 
Eraſmus reads, jn his ſpiricuall being, and blefſedneſs, his grace, goodneſs, 
_ mY gs holineſs, love, light, wiſdom, power, and all appearing moſt 
Fodbead, bur Viſtbly to the world in them, whom the world of Mankinde 
Godeyen the therefore hates, becauſe they know them not, nor God even 
Father in ft.ſh the Father dwelling in them, and their ſleihygfull of God : 
hy” perſon of { the whole Creation is called the Houſe of OFd , yea, his 
. Yaha s. i, holy Temple, P/a/m 29. 3.tothe end. There the God of 
Eſay 9. 6. Glory in his Majeſty and power, thunders marvailoufly, and 
Joh 14. 9,19, Foarsinthe cloud, the Lord being thereupon, or 1n many 
Job 37. 4,5- waters, ver. 3,4. The Lord fitteth alſo upon the Floods ; his 
Slorious voice tn every other creature commanding forth his 
appearance in them: And in his holy Temple (that's the 

whole Creation) doth every one ſpeak of glory, ver. 9. 0r 
Every whit of it, uttereth, as the margin reads ; that is, 

| every 
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every whit of the creature utterech the glory of God ; but 


Mankind is mvck more the Houſe of God, ynd Temple of 
. is glory, the glory of the Godhead dwelling there more 


manifeſt in voice, majeſty and power ; foraſmuch as Man is 


the Image and glory of God, 1 Cor. 11. 7. though God be 


not yet Manifeſt inall Men, yet in truth, the whole earth, 
even all fie:h and Mankinde is full of his Glory, full of the Eſay 6. 3. 


Godhead ; and one day the earth ſhall be full of the know- 


ledg of the glory of the.Lord, as the waters cover the ſea , | 
Hab.2.14. that as nothing can be ſeen in the ſea but waters , 
{o Men ſhall ſee nothing in the world but God. 

But as yet God dwels onely in the Saints, or is manife{t in 
their fleſh onely ; the Saints in a ſpeciall manner being called 
the Houſe of God, his holy Temple, and habitation of his Eph."2,z1,22. 
Holineſs, the Holy of Holyeft, wherein all his glory appears, Zack. 2. 13. 
and to whom all his ſecrets are revealed,made known : there- 
fore though God {hall be ſo revealed to all,that all fleſh ſhall Efay 40. 5. 
ſee his glory rogether ; yet the Saints ſhall firſt appear in 
Glory, and Gods appearance be firſt manifeſted in them, they 
being therefore called, The firft fruits of the (Creation, that Jaw. 1. 18. 
is, of all mankinde, who are indeed the lump. and full crop ; Rom. 8, 21. 
and therefore are as holy in God and with God, as the firſt 
{ruits, as the Saints here : For though theie are holy, ele}, 
and beloved of God in his firit Appearance ; yet when God 
or Chriſt in us ſhall appear the ſecond time without finn to Heb. 9. 28. 
ſalvation, then no {in, nothing but ſalvation ſhall appear,as we Zeph-3. 15,17. 


ſhall ſhew another time : And therefore as no Man is holy 


Now, but God onely, the Holy, holy, holy ; fo all men are NV-15 4- 
holy in God, for the earth is full of his Glory : As yet indeed, 7h. 14. 20. 
the Saints *are called, Holy men of God, not in reſpe& 


of God, (but in relation to Men, in whom God is not 


yet manifeſt : ſo the Saints are cailed the Elect and: beloved 

of God ; not but that God Joves every man, as the crip- 

tures ſpeak of the kindneſs and love of God to All Men ; bur Tir, 3: 4: 
All men having not God manifeſt In them, nor-his love made | 


| Known to them, are ſaid ro be hated, condemned, and 


damn'd, becauſe that his love, their life and ſalvation is not 


| yet manifeſt co them ; ſo they are ſaid to be under wrath, 


under 


Iſa. 11.9. 


V.13. 
V.14. 


- 0 

under the power of death, darkneſſe, and of the Divel, the 
Divell dwelling in them, working in them ; not as if all men 
were not of God, and God the Father of all, and all men the 
Offspring of God, God dwelling in them, and they beingin 
God, as living in him, moving and having their very being 
in God, 4s 17.27,28,29. Burt, thele being yet left under 
the power of death, and dark appearing of God, thar is, the 
Divel; God hath choſena company of men, to whom he will 
firſt manifeſt all his love, light, life, glory, ſalvation, and him. 
ſelf to them, dwelling in them : Theſe are therefore called 
the Holy, the Ele&t, and the Houſe of God. 

Theſe onely we now ſpeak of, of God dwelling in the 


Saints. The people ſay indeed, The time #5 not yet come that _ 
| the houſe of the Lord ſhould be built, (Hagg, 1.2.) that God 


ſhould be exalted and ſet up inthe Saints : and the Saints 
themſelves are very unbeleeving alſo and backward to build 
up any thing ſave ſelf, . 4. Bur ſearch thoſe Scriptures, and 
you ſhall ſee God will be ſet up in thew, and by them ; yea, 
the slory of the later houſe ithall be more then that of the 
firſt, Hag.2.9. that is, as the glory of the Goſpel was above 
that of the Law, ſo the glory of the ſaints in the laſt dayes 
{hall be far more excellent and glorious then all the Churches 
of ſaints at firſt, as we ſhall iſhew another time ; For in this 


houſe (faith God) [ wit give peace, What wars did alwayes | 


trouble the ſtate of the legall Church of the Jews > yea, the 
firſt Churches of Chriſt were full of wranglings and ſtrife a- 
mons themſelves, with ſufferings from the world ; but 
the ſaints in the laſt times, as they thall attain the glorions 


| liberty of the ſons of God, ſo they ſhall be freed from all ſuf- 


ferings of men, and from their own ſtrugglings in the womb, 
where now they are ; but when God ſhall be brought forth 
in them, and the earth full of the knowledge of God, then 


no hurt nor deſtroying ſhall be ; but as all the adverſaries of 


Judah ſhall be Cut off ; {0 Epbraim ſhall not eavie Tugab nor 
Judah vex Ephraim ; ſaints in one form thall not vex thoſe in 
another, but both ſhall fee upon the {ſhoulders of the Phi- 
liſtines, cowards the Weſt, they ſhall ſpoil them of che Eaſt 
rogether, and lay their hand upon Edoin and Moah, and rhe 


children” 


dren' 
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children of Ammon ſhall obey them : 


that is, aff the faints 
cloſing in love and peace together in God, ſhall ceaſe their 
preſent diviſions, and firſt tall ro deſtroy the powers of the 
| world oppoſing God inthem ; and then they ſhall fave the 


world, and be the faviours of men : For if judgement hath 
begun with the houſe of God, and the righteous ſcarcely be 
ſaved ; that is, if righteous men never were ſaved without 
ſuffering, but muſt firlt die before they live, and ſuffer before 
reigne : ſurely the world of ungodly men who have hitherto 
lived merrily, and reigned as Kings, muſt be content to ſuf- 
fer and die, not in their perſons, but in their power and 
glory at leaſt, in that power oppoſing, perſecuting and op- 
prefling the appearance of God in the ſaints; they muſt die 
to that, and have thar deſtroyed by the ſaints, or by God in 
them, that ar laſt the faints may be their faviours, ſave them 
and their Nation and Kingdom from all their oppreſlors and 
oppreſſions, as our Prophet and another ſpeaks more plainly; 
Saviours ſhall riſe from mount Zion to juage the mount of Eſau, 
and the hingd1 ſhall be the Lords, Obad, 21, What's Zion 
but the hill where Gods houſe was built, where God dwelt 
and delighted in, that's the ſaints in truth : from hence ſa- 
viours ſhall ariſe, and judge the mount of Eſas ; that is, as 
the Apoltle expounds, 1 Cor. 6. 2. The Saints ſhall Juage the 


world,and Angels alſo ; for. Eſan's Mount is the power of man 
fet up, y EEs Gods appearingsin the faints, as E/-« per-- 


fecuted Jacob 3 and E/au's Mount is the higheſt power of 


man in civill or ſpirituall excellency, even Angels ; the ſaints 


ſhall judge Angels, men ſeemingly ſent forth of God, and 
ſpeaking high things to men ; yea, ſaints themſelves flying 
above their brechren, and beyond their reach, as living alone 


Obad. 21. 
1 Pct.4.17. 


in their ſtrangeneſle of ſpirit, making their neſt in the Starres, . 


theſe like Lacifer the ſon of the morning; muſt come down, 
and theſe angels muſt be judged by the loweſt ſaints. The 
ſaints ſhall judge Angels ; that is, men and things of higheſt 


principles and places, men of civill excellency and power alſo, 


. theſe are E/au's Mount ; for Eſa» was the firſt father of 
Dukes, Lords, Nobles, Gen.36.15. to ver.31. theſe alſo thall 
de judged by God in the ſaints. For your ſake I have ſent ro 


Babylong 


pla).96.13. 
Pſal.97-1. 
Plal. 98.9. 
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Babylon, and brought down all their Notl:r, Iſa. 43. 14+ yea, 
this is the burden of Babylon which 1/aiah did ſee : Lifr wp 
the banner npon the high mountain (Eſau's Mount) exalt the 
voyce unto them, ſhake the hand, that th:y may go into the gates. 


of the Nobles : Thave commanded my ſanflified ones, 1 have alſo 


called my mighty ones for mine anger, them that rejoyce vw my 


highneſſe, 1j4.13. 1,2, Who are theſe ſanRified ones ? not 


onely Cyrus and his companions ; but the ſaints in ſpirir,who - | 


have a command and call from God to go forth in all that the 
Lord ſhall carry them on, though againſt King, Lords, No- 
bles, and the whole world, ver. 2, 5. for 1h? ſaints jh ill juage 
the world, Judgement here and in Scripture is a right or- 
dering of all things, civill and ſpiritual, in Kingdoms and 
Churches, and in mens ſpirits alſo, that are yet full of ron- 
fuſion and darkneſs, which muſt be deſtroyed, before order 
be ſer up and eſtabliihed, or a ſettlement without and with-. 
in: now the ſaint ſhall judge the world, that is, firſt deſtroy, 
but afcerwtrds fave and govern the world; for this 1s to judge 
alſo: and God is ſaid rojudge ; thatis, God in the ſaints 
ſmall judge the Nations with righteouſneſle, and govern che 
people with his truth, P/al.67. 4, 7. 

This Judgement-day, or coming of God to judge, is the 
joyfulleft news which ever the world heard : therefore there 
is ſo much joy expreſſed in heaven, and earth,and ſea, and all 
the trees of the field to clap their' hands, for hee cometh, hee 


cometh to juage ; that is, to govern, and ſettle all things in 


order, to give a ſettlement in the Nations. Indeed, before 
God comes to judge,confuſion and a conſuming fire goes be- 
fore him, P/a/.97.2. therefore in that reſpe& the Judgement- 
day is dreadful and terrible to fleſh,and formall powers,to be 
conſumed by him, 2 Cor.5.11. But when he is come, when 
God is. manifeſt in the ſaints, and God in the ſaints ſhall 
judge and govern the world, then the world ſhall rejoyce and 
{ing. | 
Indeed, *twas ever true, By me (ith God) do Kings 


retgne, and Princes d:cree juſtice by me Princes rule, aud No- 


bles, and all the Judges of the earth, Prov. $. 15, 16. That is, 
God has been reigning in Kings, and judgins the people by 


Parhaments 


Parliaments or Judges of the earth : but this Government of 
Men has been to the griefand ſufferings of the ſaints, and of 
the world alſo, opprefſed by worldly powers, who are there- 


. fore called Baby/on that opprefling City ; which when it: 


falls, ſee how the world willing, 1/4.14.4,7. - Why ſhall this 
Sreat joy be ofthe world > ſurely, becauſe God in the ſaints 
ſhall judge and govern: then the world ſhall be at reſtand 
Eeace, when violence ſhall be no more heard in the land, 
ut thine Officers ſhall be righteouſneſs, and thine ExaQtors 
peace. And how doth all this come to paſle, bur becauſe the 
Houſe of the Lord, the City of God is ſo built and ſet on 
high 2 God ſo appearing inthe ſaints, that the ſons of them 
thae afflicted them, and all thoſe who deſpiſed them, ſhall 
bow before them at the ſoles of their feet ; not to fleſh, but 
to God manifeſtin their fleſh, whom they ſhall call The City 
of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Iſrael, Iſa. 60. ver, 
14, 18. | 
This is the Houſe of God, and God will encamp about 
this houſe : that is, 'tis not for me or man to guard the houſe 
of God, and defend this Army ; but *tis the Arm of God; 
the mighty power of God himſelf dwelling in the ſaints, 
that ſaves and defends them, and himſelf with them from the 
arm of fleſh ſtrerched forth againſt him : See [/a. 59. 26. 
This is{trange, that God ſhould fave himſelf ; but moſt true 
it is, that as mans falyation is called the ſalvation of God, 
1/a.5 2.10. ſo when God ſhall fave himſelf, man ſhall do no- 
thing but ſee God and his ſalvation in him, //#. 59. There- 
fore when the ſaints were ro-paſſe out of Egypr thorow the 
red ſea, they were to ſtand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of God : 


this the ſaints have in all this ſea of bloud -and wars of the 


Nation, nothing but God, and thearm of God faving them 
and himſelf, 1/a.5 1.9. when Pharaoh the King and all his hoſt 
have been drowned in deſtruction. _ 

Now therefore, behold, Thy King cometh, he cometh meek 
and lowly, hating ſalvation (or as'tis in the margin) /aving 
timſelf, Zeck.9,9, For 'tis God in the ſaints, and his appear- 
ance in them which the Kings and Powers of the earth have 
fought againſt, and ſought to opprefle : Therefore now their 

8 King 


Eſay 60. 12. - 
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King comes, that is, God doth manifeſt himſelf in them glo. 
rioully, that's his riding : And he rides upon an Aſſe, not as 
earthly Kings on {tately horſes ; :but God comes reigning and 
riding on an Aﬀe, that is, Revealing himſelf in majeſty and 
glory in the baſeſt of men, men counted ſo of the Kingdom, 
deſpiſed and dull fellows : for indeed men have made meer 
Aſſes of the Saints, laid burdens on them ; but when God 
ſhall ride on them, and reveal himſelf in them, they ſhall 
reign as Kings on earth, and God ſhall cauſe Kings to be 
ſ{ubje& and miniſter unco them, yea,and Kingdoms to ſerve 
them, P/al.45. 4,5,1 2,16 verſes. 

For this cauſe the Kinsdom hath not utterly periſhed, be- 
cauſe the ſaints have nor onely ſerved the Kingdom, but the 
Kingdom hath indeed ſerved the Saints. | 

This Army and arm of fleſh, as T ſaid, I doe not ſtand to. 
defend, but God dwelling in the fleſh of the ſaints, whether 
in an Army, or no, tis all one wich God,and to me alſo,where 
ever the ſaints dwell, and what they doe, he does all, and 
dwels in them ; that as God hath raiſed the ſpirits of ſaints 
to ſerve the Kingdom in an Army ; ſo the Kindom has done 
nothing but Served the ſaints, both in the Kingdom, and in 
this Army alſo ; who by the wiſe appointment and diſpoſing 
of God in them, has called them forth to act not in their own 
particular private-way and power, but in the publique autho- 
city of the Magiſtracy and Kingdom ; though both have been 
deſtroyed by it, and None ſaved thereby as yet, but the 

Common Intereſt and freedom of Saints, who leſt they 
might bee markt as Rebels by Men, God {tampt them 


with the authority of a Parhament, at firſt, to break. 


the beginning of their bondage; and when Parliament 
could goe no- further, the Army (for the Saints ſake 


among them) had the Call of the Kingdom, petitioning by. 


ſeverall Counties, and. the commoncry of all the oppreſſed 


in the Land, that.the Oppreſſor might ceaſe ; and the viſible 


power of God comming in, cloſing all the ſpirits of the ſaints 


with thoſe in the Army;, and carrying forth the Army with - | 
' themroatinthe immediate power of God, whoſe appea-- 


rance among them cauſing all the power of men, and, oppreſ- 


{10n. 
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fion of the mightieſtto fall: All this to me is a manifeſt to- 
ken of the hand of God lifted np, not onely for the libert 

of the ſaints, but for the deliverance of the Land at laf 
from all Opprefſions and Oppreflors. I ſpeak nor this, that 
men might look upon and adore an Army, bur that all men 


- might ſee God in the ſaints, whether in an Army, or with- 


out, where ever they are, they are as well the Army of God, 
as publique Perſons, not for particular intereſt, (though that 
may appear for a time in ſome;) but for publique and eternal 


things, not to themſelves, but for all faints, yea, for all Men : 


alſo. 

Therefore as Chriſt or God tn us, comes, and all the Saints 
with him; ſo the comming of Chriſt is as the lightening , 
ſhining from Faſt to Weſt; tharis, all the Saints are enlight- 
ned with Glory alike, when Chrilt comes, when God comes, 
or is manifeſt in fleſh,then all the Saints come or are manifeſt, 
and appear with him in glory : that appearance therefore of 
God which is confined to ſome particular Saints only,though 
in them it be a Chriſt, yer tis but a falſe Chriſt, that's Lo here's 
Chriſt, lo there ; T mean a falſe Chriſt, in refpe& of that ap- 
pearance of his in glory,when all the Saints ſhall appear with 
him in Glory alſo. —— 

I ſpeak this, that the more glorious God appears in us, 
the more glorious all the Saints appear with us in God, as 
ris, Zach. 14.5. The Lord my God ſhall come, and all the 
Saints with thee ; not, with him, but, with thee : the ſaints 
ſhalt come or appear in God, The moſt glorious appearance 
ot God in any Saint, gathers up all the Saints with him; and 
leaves no Saint behind in devil, or fleſh, &c. | 

Again, the more glorious any diſcovery of God is in the 
Saints, the more generall it is, and of common comprehen- 


{ion, what all Saints may comprehend and conceive ; there- 2 Cor.2.10 13 
fore thoſe ſtrange conceptions and ſtrong comprehenſions, gpkef. 3. 18.” 


thoſe high expreſſions which Saints commonly cannot reach 
unto, nor underſtand, this muſt be the comming of a falſe 
Chriſt, both among German Divines, and Engliſh alſo. 

- 2. The more slorious any deliverance is, which God will 
| 2 mani- 


Zach, 14. 5. 
Marth. 24. 27. 
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manifeſt in.and by his appearance in the Saints, the more 
generall and publique the deliverance will be, not of a King 
or a Parliament, bur of the Kingdom: and People, yea, of 
all people alſo at laſt: for as Chriſt is the ſaviour of the 
world, and of *all Men; ſo. the Saints Shall be Saviours 1n like 
manner, that is, God inthe Saints ſhall appear as the Saviour 
of all Men, when the appearance of the great God and. 
Saviour ſhall be manifeſt in them ; for thisis Chriſt, and the 
appearance of Chriſt: Therefore the ſaving of a particular 
xerſon of a King or Parliament, is but a falſe Chriſt, as 1 ſaid. 
before, in reſpect of the ſalvation of Kingdom and People, 

which God in the Saints appears for. 
Fonrthly, as God is not to be known nor conſidered in his 
naked being, but as cloathed with fleſh , God manifeſt in 


fleſh, that's the myſtery of godlineſs : So *tis a falſe Chriſt, 
*tis of Man onely, not of God, to ſpeak of a naked preſence 


of God, a naked power and appearance of God, as if God 
would ever appear and aQ, not in fleſh; or as-if God would 


ever at'with power not inand by the Saints, but by Himſelf, 
fingly and nakedly ; for.as this breaks that union and mari-- 


age which God has madewith mansfleſh : So all the Glory 


which ever God ſhall ſhwe, it ſhall be ſeen ſhinins forth in 


the fleſh of Men, though the fleſh profit nothing, but it, and 


the goodlinels thereof ſhall, wither as graſs, E/ay 40. 5, 6. 
E/ay 6c. 19. and throughout, Efay 62. 1,2,2,4,5,6,7- that 


is,all fleſh ſha/l at laſt ſee God,and glory in the Saints,though 
no fleſh ſhall be. ſeen or appear, but Go » onely, 
Zach. &. 21. : 
But to proceed where T left. 
"Twas not to ſet up an: Army, or arm of fleſh, but to ſet 


up himſelfin the ſaints; God raiſed this Army, and all theſe: 


warrs in the time : For their ſakes the Lord God raiſed theſe 


warrs, elſe the ſaints had not.now liv'd in peace, nor the 
Kiigdoms peace followed with them : For as from the be- 


gSinning of the world there was a-warr in heaven, and an 


enmity between the-ſeed of the Woman, and the Serpents. 


ſeed : for the enmity between both ſeeds has. cauſed theſe 


warTs,. 
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warts that at length all enmity and warr may ceaſe in the 
world. 

The woman. 1s the weaker veſſel; and the faints in this 
Land were the weakelt party for power, the feweſt for num-' 
ber, two or three ina Pariſh perſecuted by King, Lords, and 
all the Commons, by Church and Common-wealth : God 


 comesforth and makes a warr with both, dividing the King- 


dom againſt it ſelf, and dividing the Church againſt it ſelf : 
Thus God by dividing theſe waters, makes a Way for the ran- 
ſomed ones to paſſe over, Eſay 51.10. that is, by dividing 
King and Parliament, and by dividing Prelates and Presby- 
ters, the Saints have got liberty and freedom in their ſtates 
and ſpirits to ſerve God, and Men alſo to their good. For 
this was the ſecond ſtep of the Kings comming,. and. Gods 
appearing in the ſaints, when the ſaints (who would and: 
could not live in peace) were raiſed up in armes, and ſtreng- 
thened to an Army. | | | | 
Now though the Parliament and power of man raiſed the 
Army ; yet it was God raiſed up the ſaints to an Army. A- 
las, they were men moſt quiet in the Land, or lambs in the. 
midſt of wolves, they would not hurt, they could not hate 
thoſe who hated and abhorred them, and God.in them ; the 


faints were ſilly ſheepiſh-men, harmleſs, or.hornleſs as doves, Matth-10.16.. 
they had no horns to puſh,, nor hoofs.to tread men under, 9% 


not a ſword to ſtrike, nor a ſpirit tolay,, bur allto lie.down. 
and ſuffer : Who but God above could: raiſe-up the: ſpirit 
of a ſaint to be a man of war like-himſelf > who, as he de- 
lights to be ſtiled rhe. Lord of Holts, the Lord mighty in bat-. | 
tel,the Captain of our ſalvation; yea,the Camp,the Fortrefle, 
Tower, <hield and. Buckler of the ſaints : .ſo God dwelling in 
the.ſaints, though long hid and buried in their fleſh, yet-now- 
hath raiſed himſelf and them alſo with him,.. that as -he-is the 
Camp, (1 Will excamp about mine houſe) ſo they become an 
Army whom God hath raiſed : 1 will raiſe up thy ſons, O 
Zion, againſt thy ſous, ohGreece, and make. thee: as the ſwordi 
of a mighty man, Zech. 9.18. Ariſe aud threſh, oh daughter 
Zion, for 1I'Wwill make thine hora iron, and thy hoofs braſſe,, 
| and. 
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and thou ſhalt threſh many people, Micah 4. 14. Although 
this was true in the ſpirit at firſt, it is as true in the letter ar 
the ſecond appearance of God. He will make the ſaints to 


have hoofs, and horns alſo, whom God will exalt as he did 


David's from the ſheep, to be a mighty man of war. *Tis 
God hath put a ſword in their hands, and made them as the 
{word of a mighty man againlt all the ſons of Greece : Greece 
was that Countrey famous for the wiſeſt, wealthielt, and moft 
warlike men of the world : Hiſtorians can tell you the names 
of thoſe wiſe Maſters, mighty wealthy men, men of warr, 
the ſear of ſouldiers and ſcholars, ſchools of learning alſo 
were firſt in Greece : all theſe humane excellencies and glories 
God in the ſaints hath ruined in this land, raiſing up the ſons 
of Zion, and the ſpirits of ſaints in the Army,to that height, 
that every high thing is fallen before them, both King, Coun- 
treys, Counſellors ; His Stateſmen, ſouldiers,ſcholars, Lords, 
Nobles, gentlenien, with all the gallantry of Men in the 
Kingdom, yea,the Churches alſo, for the firſt and laſt Chur- 
ches of Chriſt, the 7 Churches of Aja were all, and moſt 
of the reſt in Greece ; now All the Churches in the King- 
dom, the Church of Englard, the Presbyterian and Indepen- 
dent Churches had a ſword of the ſpirit come forth from the 
ſaints abroad, which hath {lain their fleſh, and forms of do- 
Arine and worſhip, which (od in the ſaints there hath judg- 
ed, diſcovered, and deſtroyed, by the appearance ofa greater 
Slory in them ready to be revealed. 

And indeed, the greateſt deſtruction in the Land hath 
been by the appearance of God in the ſaints, even at home 
and 1n battell ; for nothing bur his appearance,and the mighty 
power of God in men could in ſo jhort a time caſt down ſo 
many ſtrong Holds, conquer ſo many royall Armies, rout 
ſuch multitudes with fo few a number, as the Nation'of the 
Scots can witneſſe, and the Cities of E»gland, one of them 
able to encounter a Kingdom, yet fell twice in their ſpirits 
before a ſmall party, which in mans reaſon. had eaſily been 
ſwallowed up, had not the Lord:ofhoſts, who is the Father 
of ſpirits, raiſed up the ſpirits of the one, and laid low the 

oooh others, 


(15) 
others, as the ground to go over. I ſpeak not now of our 
Army of ſouldiers, but of the Army of ſaints ; not onely a- 
broad in battel, but thoſe alſo at home have had a hand in 
the deſtruction of Kingdoms, nor by power or might, but by 
m7 Spirit, ſaith the Lord: Now the Lord is that ſpirit, that 
is, the Lord who is that Spirit, dwelling inall the ſaints, hat h 
powerfully gone forth and fought againſt the Nations, as 
when he fonght in the day of battell, Zech, 14.3. that is, the 
Lord in ſaints at home went forth and fought, as well asin 
thoſe who were in battel. And as the Lord laid Ambuſh- 


Pſa].68.12. 


ments when his people of old were fighting ; ſo it was the > Chron. x0. 
Eord 1n thoſe alſo who were at home which fought ; for the 15,22. 


battell was the Lords. Of the leaſt ſaints he ſaith, Thow art 
my Battle-ax, and Weapons of War, with thee will 1deſtroy 
Nations, aud break Kingdoms, &c. Jer.51.20., - 


Fear not, thou Worm Facob, and ye men of Iſrael: Iſrael | 


15a name of ſtrength, but Facob of weakneſs; yet though a 
worm, ſaith God, 7 Will muke thee a ſharp threſhing inſtru- 


ment that hath teeth, thou ſhalt threſh the monntains, and 


beat them ſmall, and make the hils as chaffe ; thou ſhalt fan 
them, and the Winde ſhall carry them away, and the Whirl- 


Winde ſhall ſcatter them, Iſa. 41. 15. The ſaints have been 


as worms hid in their holes, and trod under every foot of 
che baſeſt-men ; but God hath made the- higheſt heads, the 


hils and mountains, and mightieſt ones of the Land to lie 


down at laſt like ſheaves of corn, and the lealt and loweſt 
faints to threih and tear their fleſh with a flail of reeth, and 
ro ſcatter the reſt as chafte with a whirlwinde- into forraign 
Countries. See the ſame Micah'4 11,12,13. 

I ſpeak this the more, that men. might underſtand my 
meaning when I mention the Army ; 'tis not to magnifie an 


Arm of fleth,. but that the-Arm of the Lord might be made 


bare, that men. might ſee nothing but the power of God in 


the ſaints, where-ever they are, .in the Country, in the City, 


or in the field : they areall the: Army whom God doth 
guard, and in whom God goes forth, be they never ſo 
weak, confuſed, unſetled, or unconſtant in their wayes and 


motions ;, 
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motions ; that ehey are often paſſing by, and again retaru- 
ing: that's their unſetledneſe and unltayed ſpirits, coming 
and going , now going forward to high principles, then re- 
turning back to baſe and low complyances : yet for all this, 
faith God, 1 will encamp about mine houſe, becauſe of the 
Army, becauſe of him that paſſeth by, and becauſe of him. 
that returneth ; that is, the unbelief of men ſhall not make 
the faith of God of none effe&t : God is faithful in his pro- 
miſes, though men are not faichfull in their places, nor ſo 
performing their purpoſes and reſolutions, as God 1s reſol- 
ved to perform what he hath promiſed of thoſe great deli- 
verances and glorious diſcoveries to his people, and his peo- 
ple ſhall poſſeſs both, though they beleeve neither ; for 


When the Son of man cometh, ſhall hee finde faith on the earth? .. 


that is, when God ſhall be fully manifeſted in fleſh, w hen 
God ſhall gloriouſly appear in them, will men beleeve ſuch 
a glory, even the Godhead to be revealed in them > Bur 
mans unbeliefſhall not hinder the coming of God ; yea, the 
coming of God, or the manifeſtation of God, or God fully 
manifeſt in fleſh ſhall ſwallow up mans unbelief and faith 
alſo ; for as the ſight of God {hall cauſe- our hope 'and 
faith to ceaſe : ſo the ſaints have ſeen more of God in theſe 
days, then they would beleeve or hope for ; yea, their for- 
mer unbelief and weaknefles makes them ſee God now come 
and manifeſted cleerer : for as Gods ſtrength is perfected in 
weakneſs, ſo his goodneſs abounds in their evill, and his un- 


changeableneſſe in their unconſtant ations : for though 


they paſſe, and return, yet God ſtands ſtill and the ſame, ſure 
and ſtable as the mountains, in the midſt of mans unſetled 
and various motions ; yea,the more ſubſtantiall and ſolid the 
ſaints appear, who change, this cauſeth God to appear the 
more without all ſhadow of changing, who dwels as high 
in a ſaint fallen never ſo low from his ſtedfaſtneſs, as when he 


inhabitseternity, or dwels in the unchangable being, there- - 
_ fore is God in a ſpecial manner ſaid to dwell in the heart of the 


contrite one and humble ſpirit, which is not a ſaints excel- 
lency, as has been thought, but *tis the loweſt, weakeſt ſtate 


of 
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gf a-Saint to be ſo humble, broken, contrite, ground to pow- 
der, as the word ſignifies ; or as that duſt which every blaſt 


2 of wind blowsaway; yet there the eternall unchangeable 
. God dwelsas gloriouſly as in his holy place, and higheſt 
N heavens,that is,as gloriouſly as the moſt excellent Spirits and. 
T Saints who appear moſt full of God, though God fils all: 
* things, the weakeſt Saint, as well as the ſtrongeſt, yea, all 


the weakneſſes of a Saint are full of God, who fils all things, 

as all men, for God deſcends to the loweſt part of the earth, gphef. 4. 9. 
5 and fils the loweſt part of fleſh, yea, Hell alſo, in the dark- Plat. 139 .8. 
neſs and horrid confuſion of a Saint, God is there , -1f 7 goe 

dows to Hell thou art there , and God is no where idle, but 

he is walking and working alſo in a Saints wandrings and 


(6 weakneſſes, in his greateſt backſlidings. Therefore he ſaith, _ 
h : 1 will encanp avour mine Houſe, becauſe of the Army, and 
h becauſe of him that paſſeth by and returneth : This,as I ſaid, 
ho is the Saints weakneſs, not to go 0n in their way as an Army | 
= ſhould, bur to retreat and returnupon the appearance of a 
y threatning danger or difficulty; the Saints ſhould have gone 
h on, God going before them, and encamping abour his honie 
d becauſe of the Army, that is, becauſe they are an Army of 
6, Saints, and the- ſpirits of all are gathered in one, yea, the 
.— |} Spiritand ſtrengrh of 'God is as full in one ſingle faint, as in 
A all rogerher ; yer ſuch a weakneſs ſometimes poſeſerh all, 
'# that all are pafling by and returning again; yet this weak- . 
ul neſs of theirs God appears in, yea, powerfully alſo, for he . 
h encamps about his Hoſt, becauſe of him that paſſeth by and 
Hs returneth, that is, his power encompaſlerh that weakneſs, 


d and encamps about it; his power not onely appearing in 
| | weakneſs, but his power is made pertetin weakneſs : Look 


- 11 that laſt particular of publique tranſaction, wherein tne | 
5h Army, that is, all che ſaints, acted-in, or God in them ; for 
® as we cannot divide God from the ſairits, fo the ſaints can- 
_ not be divided one from another, rhough ſome. are in the 
te {| Countrey, ſome :nthe City, ſome in the field, yer all make | 
1- but one Army or Arm cf-God ; for in them his mighty | 
re . power appears, and 1s made bare before the world :- now il |þ 
of C | ſee oo # 
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ſee when and why God made the Sainte, the Army fo weak 
2s tO paſſe br, and rerwrn back again from their former prin- 
ciples of liberty and promiſes to free the Land frem bon- 
dage and burchens, and they were once p«ſſi»g by that way. 
But why returned they back ? becauſe there were ſtumbling 
blocksthen in their way, yea in the way of God, and God 
will not $0 vn till his way be made plain before him ; there 
I11.40.4. was the power of an oppreſling King, the power of an op- 
preſſing Parliament, the power of an oppreſſed people, yea 
the power of an oppreſſing Army as a guard to the oppreſ- 
four in all, all cheſe ſtumbling blocks were then before God 
in his way with the Saints, therefore they returned in weak- 
neſle, but the power of God appeared in it, that the oppreſ- 
ſour mighr appear the more in King, Parliament, and Peo- -- 
ple, in ſecret Engliſh ſo diſcovered, in open Scots fince de- 
feated, yea inthe Saints own Diviſions now united, all theſe 
ſtumbling blocks being caken out of the way, and the way, 
made plain for God to bring in ſettlement, ſalvation, free- | 
dome, righreouſnefle, not onely to the Saints, but to the 
16.57.14. world. The Lord hath ſpoken it powertully,caſt ye wp,caſt ye 
ap, prepare the Way, take up the ſtumbling blocks out of rhe 
Via: of my p ople. Now God begins to work higher to levell 
that great mountain, that mighty oppreſlor ,that opprefſing 


mountain Babylon, all that 1s. oppreiling in the world, God 
will deſtroy 1n the Saints. © + + 

' This is the laſt work which God will do in the Saints, and 

by them alſo, no oporeſſour ſhall paſle through them 

any niore,, for now I have ſeen with mine eyes, tha: is, as 

when God delivered his people from Egytian bondage, 7 

AQu7.34. have ſeen, I have ſeen ſaith the Lord, the affiiftions of my 

people, and have heard their groanings, and am come down 

.. todeliver them. (50ds coming down then was his manifeſt- 

- "ing himſelf in Joſe with mighty ignes and wonders in de- 

{troying the enemy, and delivering his people: but he ſaw 

tirſt with his eyes, he ſaw their bondage, that is, he made it 

viſible and certain, cleare and moſt evident to all men, how 

kis people were opprefled and embondagedin Egype. 

oy | Again 
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. +  Again,,-when God: brought his people from Þ.abylins EE 
captivity, hedaw alſo with his eyes the ſtone God laid be. Zach-3-9 


fore 7ehoſhna had ſeven eyes, Zach 3.9. aud I will engrav 6: + 
the engraving thereef, [aith the Lord of hoſts, and I'will re- * 

move the iniquity of the land in one day; in that day ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, ſhall ye ca ll every man his neighboar under 
the vine, aud under the figtree, that is peace, and perfect 
freedome to men; this God thall bring to paſſe in the Saints, 
typified in 7eſbua (called alſo-Ze/xs,_) that is God in 
the Saints, Fora and his fellows, ver. 8. a4 Je ſhall call 
every man his neighbour under his vine, ye ihall call, that is, 
the Saints ſhall powerfully go forth for the liberty and pexce 
of the Land, whe/e iniquity he will remove in one aay, ſaith 
the Lord, by iniquity their puniſhment is. alſo meant, and 
all manner of oppreſſion God will remove in one day, in 
what day? inthe day of God ; when God ſhall appeare 
in the Saints, the Saints ſhall appear as the Saviours and de- 
liverers of the world, as thoſe who ſhall ſer peace and per- 
fe X freedome. Thar is the ſtone laid before Joſhua, bavins 


| ſeveneyes, and engraven by God himſelf, tor God does 


all in and by the Saints, what he begins he finiſheth in them, 
the ſtone ſet before 7oſpxais the beginning of liberty and 
freedome; the engraving of God upon it, is the perfe Xing 
of tt. | | 
What is darkly delivered by the Prophet in that chapter, is 
cleared upin the nexr, ;Zach, 4. 6. This is the word of the 
Lord unto Zerubbabell, ſaying not by power or by mi cht, or 
as it iS inthe margine, zot by ar Army or by might, but by 
my Spirit {aith the Lord, Jehouſhua the high Prieſt was 
before, but now Zerabbabel the Captain of the Lords hof?, 
the civil Magiſtrate is mentioned, ſhewing that liberty both in 
civill and Spirituall things ſhal be accompliſhed in and by the 
Sainte, who are typthed by Fora and Zerubbahel, the two 
olive trees, Ver. 12. (or tWo witneſſes and candleſtichs fland- 
ing before the God of the whole earth, that is witneiling | 
God, and giving light to the world, Rev.11. 4.) _ 
| Now the Saints do allthis not by an Army or might, buc 


©--2 by 
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by the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit and power ofthe Lord | 


appearing in them, all the powers of men, and mighty 
things, Kingdomes and Cities {hall fall down before chem, 
and be levelled art their feet, ver. 7. Who art thonO' great 


' mountain before Lorubbabel 2 rhow ſhalt be made aplain,and 
he ſhall bring forth the head ſtone thereof with ſhoutings , 


grac', og ace, unto it . This ſtone is. the ſame with that before, 
the firſt ſetting up of the Lords houſe, that 1s of the Lord 


- God dwelling in the midſt of men. Now the hands 'of Zo- 


rubbabel have laid the foundations of the houſe, his hands 
jhal alſo finiſh it,and thou ſhale know that the Lord of Hoſts. 


hath ſent meto you. ver.g. Fer Who hath ae/piſed the day of 
ſmall things, for they ſhall rejoyce, and ſhall ſee the plummer in 


the hand of Lorcubbabel, wirh thoſe ſeven they ave the eyes of 
te Lora, Which run to and fro through the whole earth, 
ver. 10. 

The ſumm of all this is, No Oppreflor ſhall paſs through 
them any more ; for now I have ſeen with mine eyes. Thoſe 
ſeven eyes are nothing bur the perteX ſight of God on all 
the ways and hearts of Men,on gil the-intents,and thoughts, 
and actings of Men to oppreſsthe Appearance of God inthe 
Saints, this being the Houſe of God to be built, the founda- 
tion ſtone being laid of Deliverance and liberty to the 
faints ; the faints ſhall no more a& for themſelves, but for 
the world alſo, to ſee how liberty: may be ſerled on the 
whole earth ; and foundations of Juſtice, of righteouſneſs, 


| and Peace may be eſtabliſhed inthe Nations. There is yer 


bur a ſtone of this building laid before Poſpa, onely the 
foundation laid by Zorubbabel, there is yet but a plummet 
in his hand, a way prepared to this glorious ſtructure, But 
who hath deſpiſed the day of ſmall things > What man 


dares deſpiſe the beginnings of God > The firſt breakings. 


forth of his glory, and of that Glorious liberty of the ſons 


of God, yea,of the ſons of men; for the whole creation, all 


Mankinde ſhall be-delivered from- the bondage of corrup- 


tiov, Rem.8.21. from all opprefſion, not onely in the ſpirit 


at laſt, but in the letter alſo from all viſtble oppreſſors. 
Now 
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Now as the ſaints are the firſt fruits'of the creatures, and 


the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt : ſo theſe dry bones, the em... 


bondaged fainrs in ſpirituall Baby/ox, ſhall attain to the firſt 
Reſurretion and Redemption trom Antichriſts ca ptivity ; 
The Saints ſhall firſt. enjoy their glorious liberty inward and 
outward, and by them the world afterward,as we ſhall ſhew 
at another time and Treatiſe. Let this ſuffice for the preſent, 


"That the oppreſſor hall ceaſe, both Egypt, and Afyria, or 


Babylon, the onely oppreſſors of Gods people : 2y people 
went down ro Egypt, andthe Aſſyrian oppreſſed them with- 
out cauſe ; Now therefore What have There, ſaith the Lord 


hat my people 25 taken away for ought, aud they that rule 


over them make them to howle , Eſay 42. 4,5. Beheld I will 
bring them again out of the Land of Egypt, and gather 
rhems from the coafts of Aflyria; and the pride of Allyria ſhall 


b: broken, and the ſcepter of Egypt ſhall depart away, Zich. 


10. II. Therefore,thus [aith the Lord God of Hoſts,O my people 
that dwehleſt in Zion, be not afraid of the Aflyrian; be ſhall 
fmire thee with a rod, but he ſhall lift up bis ſtaffe for thee, 


Ezck.37.12,* 


after the manner of Egypt, For yet 4 very little while, and 


the indiguation ſhall ceaſe, and mine anger 1in their deſtrultion. 
For the Lordof Hoſts ſhall fiir #p a ſcourge for him, according 
zo the [laughter of Midian at the rock of Oceb, and as his rod 
was upon the Sea ; ſo ſhall. he lift it up after the manner of B- 
gypt.. And it fhall come to paſſe in that day, That his bur= 
den ſhall be taken away from off thy ſhoulders, and the yoke 


| from off thy nth; and the yoke ſhall be deſtroyed becauſe of 


the eeginting, Elay 10. 24,25,26 27, For the Lord Will have 


merey 0n Jacob, and will yet chuſe Tiracl, and ſet rhem in 


their own land; and the ſtrangers fhall be joyned to them, and: 


they ſhall cleave to the houſe of Jacob.. And the People ſhall 


take them, and bring them to their place, And the houſe of Il- 
rael fall poſſ-ſ- t h:min the land of the Lord, for ſervants and' 
handmaids, And they ſhall take them captives, whoſe cap- 
tives they were, 'and they ſhall rule over their Oppreſſore.. 
And it ſhall come to paſſe in that day, That the Lotd ſhall 
give thee reſt from thy ſorroWy ,. and from thy fear, and from 


the 


"hu : 
7 . 
Py es 


(22) 
the hard bondage wherewith thou waft made to ſerve. That 
thou ſhalt take up this proverb againſt the K ing of Babylon, 


and ſay, How bath the Oppreſſor ceaſed, and the pold:» City, © 


The Lord hath broken the ſtaff- of the wicked, and the cd of the 


Rulers Elay 14. 1,3,3,4. . The Lord of Hoſts hath ſworn, /ay* * 


ing, Snrely, as [ bave thought, ſo ſhall it come to paſſe ; avd 
as I have purpoſed it ſhall and: That 1 Will break the Aﬀly- 
Tiail i» my Land, and upox my mountains tred him under foot ; 
they ſhall the yoke depart from off them, and hu yoke from off 
their ſhoulders, Verl. 24. 25. 

Ler ſilent Truth, and theſe Speaking times interpret theſe 
ſcriptures, and the reall experiments of Gods providences 


in this preſent Age, bea living commentary to future Gene- 


rations of -the ſaints, who ſhall Know clearly ( what the 
ſaints now but confuſedly apprehend) that the Anointing, 
or Godhead filling their fleſh, hath taken away the burdens 
of Egypt from off their ſhoulders, and deſtroyed rhe Aſſy- 
r4ans Or Babyloas yoke from off their/ neck, chat now the 
oppreſſor ceaſeth, yea the Golden City, that Church ſtate, 
and ſaints rule over their oppreſlors ; not the ſaints, as exal- 
ting themſelves, or exalted over men, but as exalting God 
alone inthe midſt of them, and in all Men alſo. This is the 
Lords land, the fleſh of man in whom God inhabits; and 
theſe are the Lords mountains, Men and women in whom 


God onely is exalted : Inthem all yokes, and burdens, and - 


oppreſſions be troden down, and by them likewiſe, theſe 
being 7acob in truth,and the Iſrael of God,who have power 
with God, with Men much more, or mightieſt Oppreſſors, 
who are the Aſſyrian and Egypt ſo much ſpoken of by the 
Prophets. 


Laſtly, 7 hzs Man ſhall be the peace When the Aſſyrian hal 


Come into our Lana, and When he ſhall tread in our palaces z' 


T hen ſhall we raiſe againſt him ſeven Shepherds, and eeght 
principall Men (or princes of Men, Hebr.) and they ſhalt 
Waſte the land of” Aſlyria with the ſword,and the land of Nim- 


rod iz the entrances thereof, &c. Mich. 5. 5, 6. What is 


this Man, but God, manifeſt in fleſh : For the faints,hough 


they 
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they be never ſo many milions of men in multiplyed fleth, 
yet they make but One perfet Man in whom the Godhead 


is.embodyed fully, 'or One Apirit, that is, God manifeſt in 1 Cor. 6. x7, 


fleſh. Now this Man ſhall be the peace', when the Aſſyrian 
ſhall come into our land. What's [our Land ] but our fleſh, 
which is indeed the Lords lahd, which he wholly poſlefſeth 
for himſelf : Now when the Aflyrians, when ſome embon- 


daging principle and opprefſing power within ſhal ſo poſſeſs 


us, as to break our peace and joy ; then this Man God be- 
ing manifeſt in our fleſh, becomes our ſpirituall peace again. 
This indeed is myſterious, and the. ſpiritnall meaning of it, 
bur 'ris as true in the letter; for as in God we live and move, 


and have our being :. ſo God has appointed our bounds and A.17. 26.27 


habitations ; that's our Land therefore in trurh,where God 


has brought us forth, appointing us to live in and inhabit, 


(though in ſpirit we-inherit the whole earth, and are prin- 


ces in all Lands) yet we layclaim to nothing but to this 


peice of earth which is ours,with as much or more right then 
Princes lands to them : .Now if the Affyrian ſhall come in- 
to our Land, and tread inour palaces, that is, if poor or rich 

amons us.ihall have our propriety and peace invaded, by a 
Kingly prerogative, or Parliamentary priviledge (that's the 
oppreiling Aſlyrian) We ſhall raiſe againſt him ſeven Shep- 

herds, and eight principall Men: *rwas not the King that 

called a Parliament, bur the ſaints called a Parliament ro op- 
poſe an oppreiling King : ſo was not the Parliament raiſed 
an Army againſt him, but we raiſed an Army againſtan 

oppreſling Parhament: And if God raiſeth not up the Army 

to at immediarely in the immediate power of God, but to 
g'y: that power back. again to a Parliament, as the Parlia- 
ment gave 1t up to the King, God wil raiſe up a living power 
from the duſt of King, Parliament, and Army, which thall 
appear in the ſaints, who ſhall yet raiſe ſeven ſhepherds, and 
eight principall men, a perfet and ſufficienc firength to op- 


poſe ab! Oppreiſing powers, and to eſtabliſh righteouſneſs, 


peace and liberty inthe land, Air. 57,8. 
+ Foras there is no power but of God, ſo there1s no power 
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of God executed but in and by the Saints among men, it was 


God that ſtirred up the ſpirit of Cyr#: to. proclaim liberty to, 


his people,the Jewes in captivity, Ezra I.2. that is, God in his 
people then did appear ſo powerfully in the ſpirit of Cyrns, 


that hecould not chuſe but give them that hberty, beings | 


indeed the Lords captives, (the glory of the Lord in them 
being impriſoned, and kept under in that captivity and bon- 
dage) therefore God ſpake thus in his people to Cyrus tie 
my priſoxers go free ; yea his owne arme and power in them 
brought ſalvation to himſelf, firſt ſtirring up the ſpirits of 


his people after freedome, and then ſtirring up the {pirit of 


Cyrus to ſet them free. Td nog | 

Thus the power of God in the ſaints, once poſleſled the ſpirit 
of the King,and all men in the Kingdom were ſubject to the 
power of God inhim ; the Saints of all men would not ſtir, 
but ſuffer in ſilence what ever oppreſſions and perſecutions 
he ſhould bur then them with ;. But God who will not a- 
bide for ever in any form but in the fleſh of ſaints, ( Deing 
that Zo» 1nwhom he will dwell, for ever) the ſame Go 
though he bear long the evil of men, and the injuries 
done unto him in the Saints, yet at laſt he is weary with 
forbearing, weary in the burdens of the Saints, therefore 
his power departs from that form where ir was before in the 
King, and ſeates it ſelfin that of a Parliament, to whom 
all the Saints are afrerward ſubje& as ro their King, yea 
their ſpirits who'were before ſtill in ſufferings, now begin to 
ſtirre, and to be raiſed up, ſhaking off all that Royall duſt 
which {tuck upon them, and ſeeing that the power of God 
departed.from that firſt, and dwelling now in other powers, 
they fly to this, and fighr alſo for it as for God : bat when 


the power of God departs from a Parliament alſo, led afide | 


_ to ſelfith Principles, and oppreſfling practiſes not onely 
. toward the Saints, but ro the whole Kingdome, then the 
Kingdome and all the Saints look upon the power of: God 
inthe Army,and though the Army being ina fleſhly poſture, 
had well nigh forfeited the appearance of Gods power a- 
monglt them, .yerthe moſt of their ſhepherds and principall 
men 


= _—T 


men being Saints in reath chough they paſſed by, yet the; 
returned again to their firſt fairh,- their former principles 


yea to higher a&tions of Honor then before. 

And though all fleſh be grafle, and the poodlineſſe thereof 
as the flower of the field, and. God will ſtainche pride of all 
Slory, and bring to contempt all the honourable of the 
earth, yet I cannot but fee God, and his glory, his glori- 
ous appearance in this Army, moſt of the ihepherds, the 


leaders and principall cherein, being part of that Army of 


Saints we have ſpoken of all this while. 
For God dwells gloriouſly, and moſt highly in all the 


Saints, under loweit forms, as the ſhout of a King, was with Numb. + 


thoſe under the Law, when as yet no viſible King was a- 
mongſt them : ſo though this waſting of rhe Land with the 
Armies ſword beof a legal ſpirit, tar below that of Goſpel 
ſaints, who fought only dy the ſword of the Spirit, yer the 
waſting of the land of Afſy7ie with the ſword , is of a higher 
diſpenſation and diſcovery of God then was in law cr Goſpe! 
Saints : This third diſpenſation is of a differing conſtitution 
from Law or Goſpel, that of the Law appeared moſt in an 
outward policy of the -Church, and -Kingdome of 1/5 ae/, 
that Church being Nationall, the Kingdome was the Church 
of God; and the Kings were Miniſters therein, as the Lords 
annointed, being types of Chriſt in ſpirit : duc the Goſpel 
ſtate was moſt inthe Spirit, and of a ſpiritnall appearance in 
the Churches of faints , with manifold gifts of the Spiric 
manifeſted among them : whereby they were differenced 
from Kingdoms and Nations without : and as Kings thei, 

and the civil Magiſtrates medfed not with Church or Goipel 

myſteries to order any thing in Dodrite or Worthtp, of 
ſtamp their authority on 1t : fo the Churches of Satnts, med- 

led not with matters of ſtare in Kings or Kingdoms, having 

nothing to doe to judg them that are wirhour, only in'obe- 

dience ro the Mapiſtrate in Civilcommands, the ſai:nts were 

then raken up wholly withthings within, in-fpiritnal enjoy- 
mente, and expe-ations of a greater Glory to be revealed 


in them, called, T he glorious liberty of the ſons of God ; the Rom. 8, 


Appearing of the great God and Saviour in them ; the new 
D _ heaven 
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heaven and new earth, wherein divelleth. righredn{neſs ; 


This che Saints waited for, Pa ie” 5 1.503655) 
' And this is the third diſpenſation we are now-entring4nto; 
- which,as”tis a diſcovery of God diftering from Law and Go- 
ſpel ; ſo tis mixt of both, for both were glorious, and the. 
glory of both concentrates and is joyned: together in this 
third. The glory of the *r{t was mach in Great deliverance, 
.God appearing glorioully in delivering b1s-people-irom out- 
ward oppreJors, trom Eg ypt and Aſſyria, irom many kings, 
and mighty oppreſſing powers, whom God rebuked tor 
Joſh.12-34- their ſakes : thirty & one kings are numbred-together,whom 
N-h.9-22- 27: God then threw down beſore his people, belides many after- 
ward, raiſing them itil faviours, till at lengeh-the Saviour in- 
deed appeared, even God manifeſtin fleſh, not only in the 
the fleſh of Chriſt, but in the fleſh of che ſaints (who are 
1 Col. 12.12. indeed Chriſt in ſpirit) God appeared, the Saints therefore. 
£44 being called, 7eſus ; who as he was perſecuted in them, they 
1.124 Ailing up the ſufferings of Chrilt in their fleſh ; ſowhen 
ny S up the ſufferings 0 riſt in their fleſh ; ſo when 
Obad.21. Chriſt ſhall riſe in ther, and God be revealed fully in.their 
fleſh with.glory, then they ſhould riſe and appear with him 
in glory, as the Sayzours of men alſo. . But now as the glory 
of the Law was in great deliverances of God : 10 that of rhe: 
Goſpel was in Glorious diſcoveries of God in Men, the re- 
vealing of myſteries, and of the deep things of God by the 
ſpiric in the ſaints, who then enjoyed no great deliverances 
from outward powers, and perſecutions, 'but laid as dead. 
under all the ſufferings of Men. FO. SE ow 
The third diſpenſation of God in and to the ſaints, is mixt. 


E353 452 17310 76.9 


therefore with both the glory of che Law and. Goſpel alſo; _ 


wherein the ſaints.do begin to ſee (as if faith were failng) 
they ſee God:manifeſt in fleth fully; they ſee God. in great 


deliverances from Men, and m glorious diſcoveries.of God: 


himſelf in the midſt of them. Awake,aWake, pat on ftrength, 

Ifa. 51.9. 0 arm Of the Lord ; Awake as.in the Ancient days : Art thos. 
| not it that hath cut Rahab, and Wounded the Dracon? Art 
thox not it that hath dryed the Sea, the waters of the Great 


"deep? That haſt mage. the depth of the Sea a Way for the. 
| YAik- 
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ranſomtd tepaſſe er ? What's this > ſure God hath ſeemed 
to mentto be afleep inall theſe ſufferings of the. Saints, :in 
.theſe latrerages ; but God now awakes as: in-the Ancient 
days, cutting Rahab,and wounding the Dragon, that's Egypt Exck. 29.3. 
and Pharace King ot Egypt.:. Now God, begins'to break'our 

bonds, to tzake away our Egyptian burdens, to bring us out 


of our bondage under opprcfling Kings and rulers how 
1s.this dane, . but by-drying the deep waters. f and what is 
the waters but the, people and nations z theſe. God- dries up 


and drains all their: fullneſle of Rrength and ſtate;. but how 
1s there a,way: made 1n the deepe.for the ranfomed' forthe 
{aints ® ſurcly. by dividing the waters, by: dividing the n8-. 
tionsas we faid before, God now delivers his people and 


the nations alſo at laſt. "44 =_ 

This glory of the (aints 1s diff. cing and far above theglo: 
ry, of Goſpel ſaints, who wereltill fyfrring, from withe 
out and within, from men and from God: alfo hiding his 


face, through _ th: Ir- forgetting tim in the: midf. of them $ 102,51: 


but both this inward weakncf{- is removed verſ, 13. and the 


out ward alſo in the end of that verſ. ,avd Where # the fury of 


zbe_oppreſſor? - yea allthat Jorrow-and: fighing that was in 


Goſpel faints,flycs. away inthe now redeemed of the Lord, 


verſe 11, 7 | RY; 
| Now nothing but ſongs: are heard among ſaints, who 
livein the ſplit, who live in God, 1n the diſcoveries of 


God, inthis third diſpenſation which is indeed 'the third 


Heaven, in which Pax/ was rapt for a time; which'is in- 
truth the Heaven of havens. Therefore rejoyce over her, 
thou heaven, and yee holy Apoſtl:s and Prophets, for God 
hath avenged her, Rev. 18 20. fee heres joy in heaven for 
yengeance done on;carth z On, whom ? on Kings and mer- 


_ chants, oripighty rich. men who weep and way], Alas,alas, 


verſe 9.10. therefore theſe are plagued, ver. 9, 8. by whom: 
axe. the Kings or mighty men of the earth ſoplagued ? ſure- 
ly by the faints, by God in the ſaints, (who are called here 


the holy Apoſtles and Prophets, the . miniſters of tie old 


D 2 and 


Rev. 17.15. 
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2nd ew Teſtament) who are of x mint temper between 
Law #nd Goſpel, or who pertake of the glory of both, as 
thoſe who fing the ſong of Aſofes and of the Lambe, Reved, 
IF, | 3, 3+ Y | 4 


the raign of God, and of David our King, Exch, 37. 24. 
Ho'ea.3.5%. © | Ge 
David had great diſcoveries of God, above all Kings and 
ophets,that he coul.1 call himſclf the Chriſt, P/; 2.2.the Son 
of God v.7.12.yet thiswas but a typ: of Chriſt in us, of od 
man:fcft fully in our fi:{h, that's the laft reigne of D vid, 
who was not only a man of God, But a man of war, who had 
not only inward diſcoverics of God, but glorious deliverances 
from men, yea from the King, from King Sal, and after» 
ward was (ct in a Kingdom,by w hom? by every one that was 
an diſtri fe, and every one that was indebt, and every one that 
was diſcontented, or of a bitter ſpirit, gathered themſelves 
to David, who was captain over them, and afterward King, 
\ Therefore it is no ſtrange thivg to me that ſo many miſera- 
ble creatures are in the Army, and that ſuch baſe frllowes, 
fooles and knaves, joyn with their deſignes, that men in 
debt, and diſcontented, yea bitter ſpirits comply with the 
ſaints in ſetting up God and his glory in thean, for the glori- 
ous appearance of God in the faints, and God-exalted in them. 
with power, ſhall net onely break the eppreſſor, but bring 
in righteonſnes to the world, when the baſs | 
dragon and the owle ſhall honour him, that is, the moſt fa- 
vage men (hall come in and ſerve God with honour, and 


praiſe to. his: grace. Z/ay 43. 20, 2t, whe all the ſervices. 


of formal profeffors, and fl:hly churches ſhall not be owned 


of God, weyſ. 23.24. but their Miniſters and miniſtry ab» | 


borerd, ver/c27%; 23, 


» 


This is that new thing which God will create ver/. 194 


. 


when be will make all things new in churches and King- 


doms, 2 new Heavenand anew Earth, the at aa” 
; : he 


Fhis glorious eſtate of the Saints is called by the Prophets, 


of the earth, the 
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Tte holy City, Revel. 31, 3, 3. 5 compared. Pn. 


_ Jathis third diſpenſation, God in the ſaints retores all 
things, hcaven and earth, things ſpiritual and civill alſo, re- 
ewes the formes of Kingdoms, of outward governments, 
and order, as well as things in the ſpirit, in and by the 
faints; who as they have veen inth< hand of God to break na» 


tions and deltruy Kingdoms 3 fo they are hid in the ſhadow. 


of his hand, that be may plant-rhe heavens and lay the foun- 
dation of the earth again, 7/ay 51. 16. thet is, that they may 
raiſz up the former delolations,repair the waſt cities and the 
deſ\olations of many generations, 1/ay 61. 4. for this is that 
Holy city called fchovab Shammab the Lorg is there, the new 
Jer uſalem: the third diſpenſation of God dwelling. with men. 


| fuſt,the glory of God returas into his Temple,that is,all ſpiri- 


tuall rhings are reltored, &c. Exe.43.7 $,9,10,11.& then there 
followes reltitution of civill power, Extk 45. 9.Ler it ſuf. 
foce you O Princes of Iſrael : remove violence and ſpoil, exctute 
7udgment and juſtice,takg away your exaBion(or expulfion)from 
wy people ſaith the. Lordz the then way of worſhip is preſcri- 
bed to the Prince with the people, Ezek. 45.10. 7he Prince in 
the mnidjtof themgwhen they go in, fpall gown ep when they go forth 
faall go forthithe Prince here48 not above, but inthe midſt of 
his brethren, not as ous Princes nad Pailiaments have been, 
a; if civill Magiſtrates, muſt have power in {pirituall things, 
and the worſhip of God,te forceor conform allto « form of 
| en ay nor the Prince now {ifany power of Mapiſtrate: 
be when God ſha'l appear) the priace muſt be, not above, 


Ezck. 48. -35. 


but jo the oridt of bis brothrep, in the knowlede: and wor- 


wm of God, waiting en God with them, to enlighten and. 
lead them in and out together,out of one trath, into another, 
or into-2 higher light ia-the ſame truth of God. oY 

| For this has bin the burdenſom ſtone,/Whick hath burdened: 
and broken kiagdoms, when Kings and: civil powers would 
fit above to judg of things.in Churches,or ſpirituall concern- 
ments :.and itis obſerved, That 8s former Parliaments haye 


exererred this way, by their 0wa confeffionat this day 3. ſo, 


When: 
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_ bout Church buſincifes, by compellir or confining the fpirit  - 


when ever this preſent Parliament ray 


of Men, God tenewed his plagues upon the Kingdom, agd fo 
will upon. an Atmy,or any power'ot Man that ſhal interpoſe 
between Gud and «the ſpi:irs of Men,by computtion of'r«ftri- 
ion, as they lay, O princes of Iſrael; take away your exattions 
{or expulfions, HcDr.) from my people, faith the Lord, 
. I ſhalinot now ſtand to anſwer the objeQtions of meh, 
ſaying, that to, ſetin order rhings by the ſword in this confti- 
ſed oppreſling ſtare,:is more confuſion and oppreition of the 
power of God,.whvſe" Ordinance ir is, both in Law and. 
Golpe), that Kings and Governouts ſhould be obeyed , thar 
the Magiſtrate onely muſt ſec things in order in the King- 
dome, for ke bearerh not the [Word in v:iy, therefore we mult 


+ beſubjettothe higher Powers. might reply,chat the pow- 


Zach.14. 5: 


er of. the Magiſtrate ar leaſt is but che power of the ſword 
upon men. , Why may not. God now make the power of the 
{word, the power of the Magiſtrate'? ſeeing there the power 
of God appears at preſent;and if the ſword be now the high- 
er powers, why muſt not men and Magiſtrates alſo be ſubjeX 
to it by. Gods appointment ? ef] pectally ſince rhe' power'of 
Kings and Governors, is but the Ordinance of man ar beſt. 
- But leaving thele controverſies to wiſe men of the world,it 
is enough for me toknow that the Saints' now are under'a 
a diftering diſpenſation from Law and: Goſſ pel. Now ſthc& 
all the glory of the Goſpel is gone, and all the Sifrs of the 
ſpirit. conſtituting a- Goſpel Church are- ceaſed - then 
Churches , and Chriſtian , Kingdomes, and the Saints al- 
{0 being in Babylon, without and within : there has been 
a waiting in all Saints, 
the Spirit to come again, for a ſecond coming of Chriff, 
whichis called, thecoming of God withi all the Saints - NOW 
God comes not by changing his place, as Chriſtians ca rnally 
conceive Chriſto comeirvthe clouds, but as the comming of 
Chriſt, is the coming of God: ſothe appearing of Chriſt is 
theappearing of thegreat God and' Saviour in the Saints, 


(22397 and 
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not onely for liberty, bur for 


_ 


(Fr) ; 


(when a man would'think that light 1s'even going.away) all 
then hal be light, and a tull glory flaming forth in the Saints 
which ſhalldarken all the glory of: man, and daſh in-pieces 


 viſitedor found Wanting as the margine reads ; that is, thoſe- 


dome of God; and ſet themielves 0n-high to-rule- in the” 
Church, to.determine of .doctrines and divine worſhips, to 
*order / all things in the ſpirituallaffairsof men by a- tempo- 
rall ſword, by Parliaments'orcivill power, impriſoning-and 
puniſhing. all. Saints who wonld not conform to: their formal: 
Religions. God will ſo riſe and reveal himſelf. in the Saints, * 


that they. in his appearance and with his power ſhall. oppoſe 
thoſe earthly powers and'Kings of the-earth;' yea impriſon 
and puniſh with the ſword the Kings of the earth upon the - 
earth, not onely by the ſword of theSpirit, (for thus they are + 
puniſhed in hel!)but on the earth the Kings of theearth ſhall 
be puniſhed with theſpirit and ſtrength of the- ſword: and' 
thoſewho impriſoned and- captivated the - Saints: by their 
earthly power,or temPorall ſword,enflaving their ſpirits alfo, 
ſhall be led into captivity, ſhut up in-Priſon, and flain by rhe 
fword : He that leaderh r:to captivity ſb.ill bs lcd into captivity, 
& he that kills with, the ſword, ſhal bc billed by the Word here 15'* 
the patience & faith of the ſaints, Rev. 13.10.that NT * 
| wh ave. 


andas-Qod comes, fo the Saints tuft be'faid to come;; God® 

comes when he appears in glory i11 us, and the Saints there- 

fote come when they appear with him'in; glory, when'-the 

Slory 'of-God comes and clothes the Saints that men canſee. 
nothing bur ©-0d, in them. This is called: the day of God Zach. 14 
which day 1s not all- light ar firſt, but "ris neither: day nor 

night ; thouch in the evening there ſhall be light ; thus the | 

day of God has begun, though the Saints: have-been.and are 

{t1ll.in confuſion; neither day nor night, .but in the Evening, 


the oppreiling powers on earth,C-od appearing in the Saints: 
feall- puifh Kings of the earth r pon the earth ; aud they ſhall Ih. 34. 11. 
.be gathered. together as priloners are gathered i# a'pit,” and 


ral be ſout up in priſon, and afrer many aayes they ſhall be- 


high ones, Kings of the earth, who have invaded the King- 


\'O8 


Rev. 4- 10, 


have gotby all ther Patience in former ſufferings 


(22) 
the performance of future Glory promiſed, that Kings and 
Rulers who have puniſhed and impriſoned the ſaints,ſhall be 


ſo uſed by God appearing in the Saints: And after many days. l | 


faith the Scripture before, Eſay 24. They ſhall be found Want- 
2»g, that is, for a few dayes men cannot bear with the wane 


of Kings and Rulers;but after many days they ſhall be found 


wanting, and Men wilnot finde the want of thetn ſo much; 


| When's chat? Whew the Lord ſhall raign before his Ancients 


gloriouſty , ver. 23, the Saints ſhall not rule hke Kings 
of the earth, but God in the Saims ſhall be King over all rhe 
e-rth, then all Kings ſhall fall down before hins in them, 
the Moon ſh ill he confonunitd, and the Sunne aſhamed, ver. 23, 
that is, all earthly powers of Kings and Rulers, yea heaven» 


ly powers of Churches and Ruling Elgers ſhall be confound-_ 
ed and aſhamed When tbe Lord of hofts ſpill ralgn in monns tis 


ON, nd before his ancients glorionſly ; this is Zion, the Saints in 
whom God dwells pglorionſly, and theſe be his Elders, as 
7okn calls them, betore whom God will ſo'appear. 

p Therefore Chriſt though in his firſt appearance,would not: 
judg nor make war,nor ride a heckberk bor on an Aſs: yet. 
in the ſecond appearance of God in fleſh,Chriſt is faid,co ride 
«pon a white Horſe(as a conqueror intriumph)and in reghre- 
#14/neſs to judg and make Warr ; and te have on his head many 


crowns,Rev.19.12, this muſt be meant of Chriſt in us,of God - 


in the ſaints ; who are therefore the Armies of He.aver fol- 
lowing him on White horſes, clothed -in fine linnen, white and. 


clean,v.14. What's this fine linnen, but the righteon[peſs of 


ſaint9-2v.8.not the righreouſmels of Juſtification,as meninter- 


pret, but righteouſneſs ro zjudg men, as Chrilt before;or God 
in fleſh is ſaid, 1» righteouſneſs to judg and make war, There-'" 
t: beſ 


fore 'tis in the Original 1996472, The righteous atings ; 
that's righteouſneſſes of the ſaints: For the ſaints when. 
they ſhall judg and govern,or rather God in them, Men ſhall 
be judged or governed in righteouſneſs; yea, all manner of 
righteouſneſs ſhal be adminiſtred by-them,civil hs" 
an 
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preſſed; and righteouſneſs, that men in their converſe 


Foot oppreſs; this is the righteouſneſs of ſaints, wherein 
Fſhall.judg : ſo that kings and rulers, yea, all oppreſſors 
Jcome under their judgment,as the Prophets plainly ex- 
kEfay 60.1c,11,14,I7. Kings ſhall mtaifter unto thee, 


he ſons of them that affiifted thee, ſhall come bending unto 


* b&c.w hen thine Officers ſhall be peace,and thine exatters 


eouſueſs, v.17. Tea,thy people ſhall be all Righteous they 
inherit the Land for ever, ver. 23,22. This ts the new 
hWherein dwels righteouſneſſe, 2 Per. 3: Theſe things 


Inoſt of all performed in the ſpirit, yet hwait on God to 


hem accompliſhed 1n the letter,ro See God in the Arm 


of Afſyria,or the. land of Nimred. Nimrod being'the 
king in the world,and he alſo was king of Babel, Babwor 


e ſpirit,is the oppreſſing City, and Nimrod the-tirſt king Gca.co. g. 


king of Babel, the firſt oppreſſor of the world, as *twas 
in a Proverb or taunt, Ever as Nimrod the mighty hun- 
tay the Lord : not a hunter of beaſts,as our kings have 
but a hunter of the beſt Men,as our kings have alſo bin, 
ting the ſaints up and down all the land over, even to far 
itreys ; butthe land of Aſſria, the whole oppreſſing 
er of men ſhall be waſted by ©od in the ſaints art laſt, if 
now at this time, God will do it in his time, not only de- 

Antichriſt within by the ſpirit and ſword of 'his mouth, 
all worldly oppreſlors by the mouth of the ſword. There 


any of theſe in this land, like the Aſſpr:an,many oppre= 


laws and Courts; but Clergy-men and common Lawyers 
the chiefeſt oppreſlors therein; the one by their legall 
es and teachings; the other by their tedious ſuits and 


{of the Law oppreſs and plague the Souls and Ttates of 


1: beſide the Priſoners, and the Poor have heavy oppreſl- 
and are Chiefamong the oppreſſed. If God now appear 


pen for their relief & Releaſe,rhat poor families may have 


1,& the Priſoner g0 free: and if the Lord God ſhall now 
E appear 


ſpiritual alfo;righteouſnes that mens conſciences may not 


nts, waſting all oppreſſing powers in the land, that's the 
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xppear. in the {aints to waſte the land of Aſſyria with th 
ſword, and the land 'of Nimred in the entrances theregf 
That. no Oppreſſor nor -Oppreiſion enter 10 again into thi 
Government of this Kingdom ; I ſhall praiſe God thaty 


Men ſhall have joy and Peace. 


The Lord raigneth, let the earth rejoyce, 
the multitude of Iſles be glad there 
Pſal. 97.1. EA 


He ſhall not-fxil nor-be diſcouraged, till hy 
have ſet up judgment in the Earth, an 
the Iſles ſhall wait for þis Law, Ilaidl 
42-4. Er 134 08500 


